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Rama

Ramayana, the earliest epic poem in Sanskrit, is the oldest work of
genuine poetry and in that sense its author, the sage Valmiki is known
as the ‘Adi Kavi’ or pristine poet.

It is said that the poem gushed out of the compassionate heart of
Valmiki as he witnessed the sorrow of a female ‘Krauncha' bird when
its mate was killed by the merciless arrow of a hunter. It was a ‘sponta-
neous overflow of powerful emotions’ and it went on to create a powerful
epic which has continued to inspire the soul of India for the past

2000 years.

Ramayana is so much an integral part of our heritage that even our
apparent diversities are reflected in the slightly differing versions to be
found in the different languages. The Ramayanas of Kamban, Tulsidas
Kirtivas or Tunchan, are all but variations on the same theme.

This lofty theme, embodies in the characters of Rama and Sita, the
highest ideals of ‘man' and ‘woman.’ The idea that God fulfils Himself .
in the best of men is conveyed by the life of Rama and that is the story
of Ramayana.

The story, narrated in the fnllowing pages, is based on “RAM-
CHARIT-MANAS" of Tulsidas.
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THE BANK OF THE RIVER SARAYY STANDS

| THE CITY OF AYODHYA. LONVE ABO, #AJA '

| DASHARATHA KULED OUVER 1T HE HAD FOUR Sonvie- IR
RAMA, LAXNIANA, BHARATA AVD SHATRUEHNVA.




: : \ ~ WHAT 1S
LAXMANA, )J SURPRISING ABOUT
LOOK AT Him! THAT, BHARATA P
THE HREF?JEUT RAMA SAID HE
HAS HIT
STONE! WOULD HIT IT!

RAMA WAS BORN OF QUEEN KALUSHALYA, BHARATA OF QUEEN
KAIKEY! AVD LAXVIANG AND SHATRUGHNG OF QUEEN SUMITKA,
BUT THEY WERE ALl DEEPLY ATTACHED TO ONE ANOTHER.

Nl /22 ( THEsE DEmons )Nl
=L ( AR TROUBLING §
i {276 v Y
Y ORAYERS. RAMIA &

=PI

RAMIAS SKIL WTH THE BOW AND ARROW AS ANOWN FAR
AND WIDE. IV THE JUNGLE, SAGE VISHWARMITEA ALSO REMEMBERED /T




SO WiITH THE PERMISSIONV OF KING DASHARATIHA, RAMA AND
LAXMANA HWERE BROUVEHT TO THE JONVEGLE., ONE O9Y -

7 > = —
Y RAMA!HERE '
4 COMES THE

DEMONESS
TATAKA.

| THERE WAS A FIERCE BATTLE BETWEEN
TATAKA AND TR, e —

THERE WERE MORE RAIDS BY DEMONS. BUT RAMIA'S ARROWS NEVER

MUISSED THER WIARK . Wi Wl N/ =
- L y ; a'f;

Vi sl
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YES, THE DEMONS
BOTHER THEM NO
MORE, MY SON!

THE ANIMALS AND
BIRDS ROAM ABOUT

-rj’ =
g
. FREELY NOW.,

WE SHALL GO TO B
WITNESS THE SWA-
YAMVARA OF SITA,
THE DAUGHTER OF
RAJA JANAKA.

HE WHO SUCCEEDS
IN STRINGING THE BOW
WILL WIN SITA'S (2
HAND IN MARRIAGE.




ONE AFTER ANOTHER, PRINCES |)
TRIED TO STRING THE BOW.
THEY COULD NOT” EVEN LIFT 1T, |

EACH ONE OF US
& /\ HAS FAILED.

A& | SURELY WE CAN
| LIFT THIS BOW

SON!ALL THE |
OTHERS HAVE
FAILED, NOW
LIFT THE BOW
AND BRING
HAPPINESS

TO SITA!

RAMA LIETED THE BOW
EASILY, IT BROKE UNDER
HIS STRENGTH,

et

. - Am o A i
ST LOOKED UL AVED WKS
PLEASED 7O SEE RAMA.




WHEN THE HAPPY NEWS REACKHED HVGM}W,&' ING OASHARATHA

LEFT FOR MITHILA, AT THE HEAD OF A PROCESY o/V..
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.. . WHERE RANMIA WAS WMIARKIED 7O S/7A.
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ALl WERE PLEASED 70 HEAR
THE NEWS —EXCELT MANTHAR
CUEEN KAl —
KEVI'S MADC.

[ o#! 1 AV GETTING

700 OLO/ T /S

| 7IME TO HAND

JP\ OVER THE
= KINGDOMW

S l[RAviA 1S TO BE CROWNED |
B NG TOMIORROW. YOUR

S SON, BHARATA, HAS
NOT EVEN BEEN
SENT FOR FROM
HIS MATERNAL

UNCLE'S HOME.

o, b




7 QUEEN KAUSHALYA'S
] SON WILL RULE. AND
YOU WILL HAVE'TO

SERVE BOTH THE
MOTHER AND SON!

THE QWICKED NMADS WORDS
HAD THEIR EFFECT ON KAKE VY.

THE KING ONCE PROMISED
0 GRANT YOU TWO WISHES,
MAKE THEM NOW-=LET
BHARATA BE CROWNED
KING AND LET RAMA BE
SENT INTO EXILE FOR
FOURTEEN YEARS.

R =y 4'_.-'

HER WWISHES KNOWI.,

N | WILL CROWN
| BHARATA

OTHER WISH
IS VERY ¢
HARSH, .
DEAR!

IF YOU SO DESIRE,

KING, BUT THE |

WHY THIS
DISPLEASURE
MY DEAR?

IF YOU DON'T
KEEP YOUR
PROMISE,THE
WHOLE WORLD
WILL SAY THAT
YOU ARE A
DISHONEST MAN.




THE KING FELL DOVWN OV THE GROUND | [N AT LEAINT OF I
WHEN HE HEBRD THESE HARSH WORDS. FEHA L KEED

MY FATHER’S
PROMISE,

HOW COULD YOU
BE SO CRUEL TO
EAMAPHE IS SO

| S174 AND LAXIIANA ALSO INSISTED GV ACCOMPANYING RAMA TO THE
.

I | JUMGLES. THE PEOPLE OF AYOOK VA
ALED FOLLOWED THEN,.

MINISTER, SIR, WE SHALL ALL COME
COULDN'T YOU PER- WITH YOU,
SUADE THESE PEOPLE| ;

[r
A =4

WHEN DUSK FELL,
RESTED. BT
EARLY VEXT [

THEY STOPRED AND
A ey

LET US BE GONE
BEFORE THE PEOPLE
WAKE UP AND INSIST ON
GOING WITH US.




‘?ﬂ" i £%4 "\1"" NEAR THE BANK OF THE RIVER GAMBA, RAMA,

.t_.-

: - "I'h.:i
N, : SIR, HENCEFORTH OUR WAYS |
ARE DIFFERENT. WE GO

. RIVER. YOU GO
BACK TO
AYODHYA.

&

BACK IV AYOOKH YA, THE MIMSTER
ARESENTED HIMSELF

SN scro0 THE KING.
Tl O-OH!

BACK FROM HIS UISIT TO MIS UNCLE 'S, BHARATA
WENT STRAEHT TO M8 MOTHER.
WHAT'S WRONG,
MOTHER?
EVERYTHING IS
| SO QUIET HERE.

EVERY THING 1S
FINE-AT LEAST FOR
YOU. NOW, YOU WILL
\ BE THE KING,YOUR
O FATHER IS DEAD
& W1 AND RAMA HAS GONE
| AWAY TO THE JUNGLES
A4 FOR FOURTEEN YEARS,

A
ffg'ﬁ li




BHAKATA WAS SHOCKED 7D
HERR THE DETAILS. VASI -
SHTHA, THE ROVAL ORIEST,
| TRIED TO CONSOLE HIm.

| DON'T WANT

'| THE KINGDOM,

| MUST 60 TO
RANMA AT ONCE.

FORGET YOUR SORROW! Y P
ATTEND TO THE MATTERS OF |
STATE! THAT IS YOUR DUTY!

| = A W

—r

>

AT CHITRAKOOZ, WHERE RAMA, LAXMANA AND SITA HAD MADE THENS HOWIE
d il o it Pl ebuons
) fu A | !

I'. IH L=
1 A §
1

BHARATA IS )
MARCHING HIS ARMIES | =

g LAXMANA,DON’T
BE SO HASTY.
LET THEM




/BHARHTA,
MY DEAR
BROTHER!

| DEAR RAMAI WE
ALL WANT YOU
TO 6O BACK TQ
AYODHYA !

: +
__ X :

FORGIVE ME
GURUDEV, | CAN'T

BREAK MY
FATHER'S PROMISE,

y AND | CAN NOT ACCEPT

{ THE KINGDOM. IF YOU

ARE NOT COMING BACK,
| SHALL RULE IN YOUR
NAME.YOUR SANDALS

AFTER BHARATA LEFT RAMIA, LAXMANA
ANVD 8178 SETTLED DOWN IV LANCHAVATY

o0y

THE SOUTH. OME DAY —

Wy




S, NOBLE SIR,
Al SHOORPANAKHA
Si— (S MY NAME. |
OFFER MY LOVE;

DO ACCEPT IT.

| AM A HAPPILY
A MARRIED MAN, %
/41 LADY! YOU COULD [©
\ ASK LAXMANA!
N I A

SHOORLANAKHA ASSUMED A
| AM ONLY HIS FRIGHTENING FORM AND
SERVANT! HE IS RUSHED TOWARDS SI7.

EMGAGED, LAXMIANA CHOOPED OFF HER NOSE AND EARS. SHE RAN 70 HER ]
COUSING, KHARA AND DOOSHANA, FOR HELR [¥ MRV AT A




KHAR | DOOSHAN!
THEY DARED TQ.DO THIS

KHARA VD DOOSHANG CAMIE WITH A IHIGHTY ARIY OF DEMONS 70

FIGHT KAVA. ; : 3
o % =, ,_ [ MJ x;

THEY HAVE
KILLED BOTH
KHARA AND
DOOSHANA!

RUN FOR _:.-1"3,

YOUR

THE TEN-HERDED RAUANA, THE KING OF LANKA, WAS THE BROTHER OF
SHOORILANAKHA, SHE NOW APPROACHED HI,
Al ey
;! you wiLLBE __ \§
9/g’)| AVENGED, MY SISTER! A
W Pl FIRST LET ME CONSULT
i UNCLE MAREECHA!




YOU ASSUME THE FORM |
OF AGOLDEN DEER HND‘ y
LURE RAMA
AWAY. VMIEAN - (3
WHILE | WILL §
RUN AWHV

RAVANA! RAMA
IS POWERFUL. |
TO FIGHT HIM
\ IS NOT EASY.

SO BEAUTIFUL! }
\ "I WANT IT. <

SRl YL -

W PANCHAVATT -

RAMA CHASED THE DEER DEED INTO THE JUNGLE — THE MEE CRIED OW'
LOUDLY IV A HUMAN VOICE. _f; PR BATIL ’
= ‘-T.-l—* - N,

.ﬁ l.l'" :
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yOU
MUST GO
TO HELP
YOUR 4
BROTHER. |/

LAXMANA.|

| DIDN’T CALL YOU,
LAXMANA! IT WAS A
TRICK PLAYED _

BY THIS :

wmf
.

I
1

KIND LADY
OFFER ME




" AS SITA BROUGHT HInG FOOD, RAVANA
CAUGHT HOLD OF HER. ..

. ... AND CARRIED HER AWAY |

WH{S Gﬁﬂﬁ?f{?ri !

ﬂ: SOMEONE SAVE
2’ ME FROM THIS

DEVIL! PLEASE!

l, f;ﬂ. "
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JATAYY, THE VULTURE,
CANIE TO HER HELR

YOU OLD
FOOL! YOuU
DARED TO
FIGHT KAVANA!




WIHEN RAMIA REACKED THE SPOT
IV SEARCH OF SITA —

| FAILED TO RESCUE £
SITA.RAVANA HAS
TAKEN HER TOf
THE SOUTH. |

> | POOR JATAYU §

HE GAVE
ME! _

HIS LIFE FOR

CAMA KILLED VALI AND SET SUGREEVA |
ON THE THRONE. LALIS SON, ANGAOA. |

HERE,
HANUMAN!
TAKE THIS

RING. (F You Bl

FIND SITA, B
SHE WILL
RECOGNISE




WANDERING FOR DAYS AND WEEKS, THE ARMY OF MONKEYS AMD BEARS,
LED BY PRINCE ANGADA, ATLAST REACHED THE SOUTHERN SEA COAST,

=0 S SRR, T e = —
- ﬂ))x\ 7-—~P B e NOW, YOU
e R - ALONE CAN

JUMP ACROSS

s |HE SEA,
R HANUMAN L/

HANUMAN LEAPED INTO
THE SKY. |

==

ATLAST,
WV A GARDE,




| CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT
RAMA. | WOULD
RATHER KILL
MYSELF... RAMA’S
RING! HOW DID
IT GET HERE!

HANGMIAN

| BROUGHT THIS 24

RING WITH ME. | {3

| WILL TELL HIVI | %

YOU ARE HERE

AND HE WILL
| SURELY COME
| AND KILL

> 1GO. 1 MUST
S TEACH THESE

IT IS THAT
W& MIONKEY! GET
% HIM! GET HIM! L.
)




HANUNMIAN HAL KIVOCKED DOWIV THE DEVIONVS iV AND AROUND THE
GARDPEN. RAVANA SENT MIORE WIEN WITH HIS SON, AKSHAYA KUMAR,

NOW, MEGHNAD, MY

SON, ARREST THAT By

MIONKEY AND BRING /'S l‘
HIM HERE ! :

N RAVANA'S COURT -

-

el |}
il -

THAT
MONKEY
HAS 5
KILLED
PRINCE
AKSHAY
KUMAR
AS WELL!

MIEGHNAD CAPTURED HANUMAN — [ D el

SET FIRE TO

AND BLOUBHT MW 7O THE COURT |7 THIS EVIL
W3 575 ";%5;) L MDNHEV,S TAIL. ji
A1 e [ll o) . h;r \“EQ\_ il

.El' T



THIS WILL
BE FUN
TO WATCH.

------

R
# LIVES! THIS MONKEY
IS DANGEROUS.

R — T

pep——

[ HAvING BURNT LANKA, HANUMAN RETURNED 7O RAVIAS CAME

[ﬂ!jﬁé! (LY SITA 1S IN LANKA.
U ,«i SHE ASKED ME TO GIVE

YOU THIS JEWEL.
LANKA SHOULD NOW
BE INVADED!



WITH A HUGE ARMY OF MONKEYS, BEARS AND OTHERS,
RAIMA, LAXINANA, SUGREEVA AND HANUMAN ARRIVED
ON THE COAST. |

(HWHEN THE NEWS REACHED THE
COURT OF RALANA, HIS BROTHER,
VIBHEE SHANA GAVE HIM GO0D

( ABDUCTING

7 VIBHEESHANA.GO, :
| TEACH YOUR ~ ES52=\\
¢ WISDOM TO NN

ANOTHER TDSE BEGGARS! LN
MAN’S WIFE IS 7 I @ A
aﬁ,“ NEITHER FAIR . )} —
Mg <

NOR WISE!

o
g




JTHE ENEMY’S [~

- BROTHER - IN
't (5 OUR CAVIP?P
e | | DON'T

K4 =\LKE THE

HE SEEKS
ASYLUM,

SUGREEVA! |
1 CAN’T
TURN H{M
HWA‘:-’

THE ARMIES WERE READY FOR THE .‘5-'."??' ?ZE. A,

ANGADA, BEFORE WE GIVE |
THE CALL FOR BATTLE, & ‘
PLEASE GO TO RAVANA'S "1‘

COURT WITH A MESSAGE. g

*ﬁi = oAl N
BAN 1A ! - i A X ._.;-:.




RETURN SITA WITH
HONOUR. LORD RAMA IS~
WILL MAKE PEACE =

!

LW ”"”M

) N G0, TELL RAMA THAT |
i WILL NOT SURRENDER!
) WE WANT WAR!

5 WITH vc:u Jo— X
ﬁ 'h’ . -.h-,,j. l _ . I.

AVGALH RETURNED AND THE
BATTLE CALL WAS CIEN. T

pii SONV.

LAXMANA
FELL IV THE
BATTLEAT
WITH ANV
ARKROW BY
MEGHNAD,
RAVANVA'S

IF ONLY THE

PHYSICIAN
SUSHENA COULD
BE BROUGHT




| LAXMANA CAN BE BROUGHT BACK_J===—

TO LIFE_IF SOMEONE CAN ‘
GET THE SANJEE- —
VANI HERB

BEFORE DAWN.

\um'.'.'. i

T\._
THE HILL -

[ SAMIEEVANY,
AND ALL .

._ _. Q ,.....,mlllﬂr! Iy

AL

=7
yo U‘ BRDTHER] 5 !
| HAVE NO
DESIRE TO
| LIVE!




BUT NOW RAVANAS BROTHER KUMBHA -
KARNA STARTED PLAYING HALVOC OV
THE MONKEY ARMY. :

HOWEVER, RAMIA WAS MORE
7HAN A WATCH FOR HiV.

W

L

RAVANA'S SON MIEGHNAD wiHS < LED
BY LAXIANA. | - % . a




THE DENIONS WERE NOW ON THE RUN. ™

IV RAVANAS CAMD- | ; DETERMINED TO KL RAMA, RAVANA

N = e TiEY
\ w@, KILLED <
M MEGCHNAD? )

2

HE SHOWERED A CONTINYOUS STREAM 3
OF ARROWS WTH HIS TWENTY HANDS Ay
ON' THE MONKEY ARMY. W\




THEN KAVA AND
LALANA CAVIE FACE 70
FACE. NOW LAVIA HAD
A CHAZIOT SENT 70
M BY GOD WOEA.

LAXMANA!
MURDERER OF my |

SON! YOU WILL
L NOT UIVE!

YOU CAN'T FIGHT RAVANA

el AND LIVE! THIS BORROWED

T3l CHARIOT WILL NOT
| SAVE YOU!

WITH HIS SUPERNATURAL POWERS, RAVANA CREATED SEVERAL RAVANAS.




THERE WAS PANIC IN THE MONKEY |
| Ay, ALY HAanuindy [

RALANA SEEMIED UNCONQUERABLE. AVOTHER TOOK 178 OLACE AS
THOUGH RAviA CUT CEFE Mg HEA’.‘&___"__ Sﬂ:W A8 ONE HEAD ROLLED OFF




VIBHEESHANA, DURING === W
I? THE PAST EIGHTEEN DAYS, = A -ll "|
| | HAVE CUT OFF p ;
RAVANA'S HEAD I
@ A Nunsnagﬁ OF =2 )
TIMES. BUT HE HE DOES sO & :
CONTINUES TO BEC%%EE THE

!| NECTAR OF LIFE
| IS STORED IN
HIS NAVEL!

RAMIA SHOT ONE ARROW AT THE NAVEL OF RAVANAL SOOW ALl
HIS HERDS AND ARNMIS LWERE 8. Tz‘?‘f’gﬁ' HTH ARROWS. N W%
e = T - = —\ ; e

e ——
'..'E:
g

—— = = R wl ey
- = i) -

2 NOW YOU WILL
RULE OVER LANKA!




AETER CROWNING VIBHEE - TA MY
SHANA, RAVIA LEFT FOR SITA,
AYODNYA IV THE PUSHEAK DEAR,
: YOUR
; DAYS OF
UNHAPPI -
NESS ARE

RAMA WAS
CROWNED
KNG IV

AYODHYA. AND
HE RULED N6
roRmavy | 4 il |
YEARS.




